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ers' control of industry or Marx's con ­
cept of alienation
Sir Karl Popper's essay, the only  
one not w ritten specifically for this 
book, was translated from a script to 
a broadcast originally addressed to a 
German audience. H e denies there are 
laws of history, be they m echanistic, 
dialectical or organic. “Em ancipation  
through Knowledge" is his them e. 
H is ideal of our self-em ancipation  
through knowledge rests on discover­
ing our ow n errors and the errors o f 
others. T h is is not the same as the 
ideal o f  mastery over nature, w hich  
m arxists adopt. Self-criticism  and self­
em ancipation are only possible in  a 
pluralist or open society, according to 
Popper.
H owever, marxists do not reject the 
idea that progress in  know ledge is 
m ade by recognition of error as w ell 
as recognition of success. M arx’s view  
that our opinions are determ ined  by 
class interests does not negate this 
view. M arx investigated society and 
found that in  class societies, class is 
a constant factor in  form ing op in ions. 
H is view  was scientific. Classless soci­
ety, the true open  society cannot be 
achieved by universal tplerance of 
each other’s differences if this m eans 
reconciliation of class interests.
T h e  principles o f H um anism , that 
is scientific m ethod in  approaching  
nature and society; reliance on  m an  
to m ake his own history; universalism  
in  m orality and so on, are encom passed  
by peop le o f m any diverse views.
In a recent survey by the A u stralian  
H u m a n is t w hich drew 256 replies, 
H um anists in  Australia were found  
to comprise: 11.4% R adical (including  
1.5% M arxist, .8% Com m unist); 
55.8% Reform ist; 55% M oderate; and 
24% M iscellaneous.
Am ong all these, there w ou ld ' be 
a m ore or less general agreem ent about 
the aims of H um anism  as presented in
T he H u m an ist O utlook . W here the 
differences lie w ould  be in  the way 
we are to proceed to achieve a world  
w hich is “founded on reason and the 
b elief in  the value and d ign ity  of 
m an.”
B a r b a r a  C u r t h o y s
PRAGUE SPRING, 
by Z. A. B. Zeman. 
Penguin, 169 pp., 70c.
T H E  A U T H O R  of this slim  book 
about the events in  Czechoslovakia  
during last year is a Czech m igrant 
who re-visited Prague after 20 years 
of absence. T h is absence is probably  
the reason for the major draw-back of 
his book concerning the dem ocratic re­
forms in  Czechoslovakia.
T h e  analysis is based on  very good  
general know ledge o f Czech historical 
background and on m uch factual m at­
erial given m ainly  by the Czech press. 
T h e author uses quotations from Czech 
dailies and w eeklies in  the right con­
text and it is obvious that h e  has 
studied Czech reality  for m any years.
But his observations are lim ited  by 
his long absence from the country. H e  
places the beginning of the Prague  
Spring  in  the year 1967. L iving in  
Czechoslovakia h e  w ould probably  
have realised that the great in te llec­
tual m ovem ent o f the Czech and Slovak 
nations started 3-5 years earlier. Czech 
literature, film , theatre and art gen ­
erally broke the barriers o f  Stalinism  
in the years o f 1962-1964.
Zeman sees Prague Spring  purely as 
in tellectual reform . H e gives a good  
picture of the journalists and w riters’ 
world. H is analysis o f the  student 
m ovem ent is rather vague in  facts and  
atmosphere. Z. A B. Zeman doesn't 
write about the workers and the farm ­
ers w ho had their ow n specific reasons 
and m otivations for challenging N ovot­
ny's regim e.
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W c could  recom m end Prague Spring  
for reading m ainly  as an inform ative 
book w ith  p len ty  o f w hat in  Australia 
are unknow n facts, details, data and 
figures. T h e  readers certainly w ill ap­
preciate the short chronology of Cze­
choslovak events given at the end of 
this useful book.
A l e s  B e n d a
(Mr. Benda, a journalist on the  
Czech paper “Youth Front” visited  
Australia as a guest o f the Y oung Soci­
alist League in  May this year.—Ed.)
ON ESCALATION: 
METAPHORS AND  
SCENARIOS, by Herman 
Kahn. Penguin,
300 pp., $1.65.
H E R M A N  K A H N , a m athem atician  
rum oured to have an IQ o f over 200, 
once referred to h im self as an “am ateur 
strategist”. B u t since the conditional 
acceptance of his style o f strategy by  
the US adm inistration he has m oved  
in to  the lucrative and powerfield of 
prediction and pontificating — his H u d ­
son Institute team  is now  “investigat­
in g ” the twenty-first century. However, 
in  greater m easure even than sim ilar  
general theories o f the Buckm inister  
F’uller/M arshall M cLuhan type, Kahn 
trades in  errors o f fact and in  genera­
lisation so loose it can be shown to be 
untrue (see. the discussion of h is first 
two books in  D issen t, X , i, 1963).
On E scalation  is a work so crowded  
w ith  characteristic Kahn shortsighted­
ness and general lack of p o litical 
awareness it  becom es difficult to know  
where to begin  discussing them . As 
in  his earlier works these faults stem  
prim arily from the type o f anti-senti- 
m ental stand h e adopts, for by facing  
the fact that w e m ust think  of what 
w ould be involved in  nuclear war 
he forgets individuals or societies com ­
pletely  and assumes, in  their stead, 
a potentia l p u b lic  tolerance of w ide­
spread disaster. T hus
“T oday our strategic forces are so 
hardened and dispersed that m any  
analysts b elieve the US could give the  
Soviets days to try to destroy these 
forces and they w ould not be able to 
do so. T herefore, there need b e  no  
rush for the President to retaliate. H e  
could  w ait u n til the attack was fin­
ished and then  decide on the nature 
of the  retaliation . For exam ple, he  
could  com m unicate w ith  the Soviets 
to find ou t if  the attack was accidental 
or deliberate before striking back. (p. 
6 5) . ”
As though  to underline the naivete  
of expecting the necessary tolerance of 
such a situation , Kahn, at other points 
in  the same book, lists b oth  Pearl 
H arbor and the sinking of the Lusitania 
as “in tense” (i.e. likely to start a war) 
“crises”.
But it seems K ahn’s style to be so 
rash. For instance four pages p re­
viously  h e is sim ilarly naive before  
the US G overnm ent “L ine” on  the  
T on k in  G ulf Incident. After quoting  
a single article from T h e W ashington  
P ost o f 10/7 /64 , headed “US R eprisal 
R aids on N orth  V ietnam  Kept as Last 
R esort,” K ahn writes:
“Since the above was obviously ‘leak­
ed ’, it  was likely to be understood by 
H anoi and Peking as semiofficial, if  
n ot official. It w ould b e difficult to 
give a m ore detailed, specific and e x ­
pository threat and account o f the  
theory. H owever, the extent to w hich  
such stories m ay have in fluenced  the  
behaviour o f H anoi and Peking is an 
open  issue. It clearly did n ot prevent 
the later attack on US destroyers in  
T on k in  Bay.”
T o  have leaped from any one report 
to th is conclusion w ould h av e  been  
absurd, even had the report been  
dated as late as Ju ly  31. In  fact the  
23 days betw een the report and th e  
T on k in  G ulf Incident included separ­
ate appeals for a reconvened Geneva 
Conference from the Soviet U nion , U
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